$3.00 


P.O. Box 1519 

Herndon, VA 22070 
(Washington, D.C., suburbs) 
703/742-Y OY O(7 42-9696) 


Vol. 8, No. 2 
Summer 1995 


YoY 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Bill DeBoisblanc 
Wins World Champ Title 


Bill DeBoisblanc of San Francisco walked away 
with top honors and $500 ncher after winning the 
Grand Championship division of the Fourth An- 
nual Intemational Pro/Am Yo-Yo Competition at 
the summer meeting of the Intemational Jugglers 
Association (JA) Las Vegas, July 16-20, 1995, at 
the Hacienda Hotel and Casino. 

The yo-yo contest was held on Wednesday, July 
19, as part of the JA Games. 

The contest was sponsored by Duncan, Yomega 
and Mr Pro- Yo, who put up money for trophies in 
all divisions and cash prizes for the championship 
division of first place, $500; second place, $250; 
third place, $100; fourth, $50; fifth, $25. 

Winners were: 

Pro/Am Grand Championship division: (1) Bill 
DeBoisblanc, San Francisco; (2) Dale My rberg, 
Salt Lake City, Utah; (3) Mike Taylor, Far- 
mington, Mich.; (4) Tom McCoy, Atlanta, Ga.; (5) 
Jon Gates, Lincoln, Neb. 

Masters’ division: (1) Mark Hayward, Madison, 
Wisc.; (2) Ron Spears, Salt Lake City, Utah; (3) 
Mashiro Mizuno, Yokohama, Japan; (4) Valerie 
Krantz, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Senior Advanced division: (1) Stuart Crump, 
Hemdon, Va.; (2) Michael Harris, Sacramento. 
Calif.; (3) Mike Taylor Jr., Farmington, Mich. 

Junior Advanced division: (1) Jacob Hall, Tuc- 
son, Ariz.; (2) Jason Tracy, Frazier Park, Calif.; 
(3) Tuan Nguyen, Longmont, Colo. 

Novice division: (1) Brett Jurgeus, Longmont, 
Colo.; (2) Steve Crump, Hemdon, Va.; (3) Joe 
Hout, Kettering. Ohio. 

Among the 200 spectators in the audience was 
none other than “The Yo-Yo Man” himself, Tom 
Smothers. The Smothers Brothers were perfom- 
ing at the Debbie Rey nolds Theater in town. Fifty 
juggiers and yo-yo aficionados trekked to the 
Debbie Reynolds Theater on Tuesday evening 
July 18 to attend the SmoBros’s show. 


New England Yolympics 
Set for Sept. 9, 1995 


PORTSMOUTH, N.H. The 1995 Yoly mpics is 
scheduled for Sept. 9, 1995, at The Veteran's 
Center in Greenland, N.H. (near Ponsmouth, 
N.H_). Yolympics’ organizer Bil! Alton, editor of 
the New England yo-yo newsletter Noble Disk(x) 
selected that date because the weather will still be 
good and hotel prices in the area drop dramatical- 
ly after Labor Day. 

The event is open to everyone, from any where. 

Two types of competitions are scheduled. The 
first is a standard. old-fashioned Duncan-style 
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contest (broken down into age and skill 
categories). The other will be a series of fun-filled 
competitions unlike anything that has been tried 
before. Examples (as ex plained by Bill in the Fall 
issue of Noble Disk): 

“Yo-Dash.” Running a 100 yard dash while 
keeping the yo-yo in constant motion. 

“Greyhound.” A contest in which the objective 
is simply to “Walk the Dog” foras great a distance 
as possible. 

“Dragster.” Throw a sleeper, remove the string 
from your finger, and race the yo-yo down a 30 
foot track. 

For further details, contact Bill Alton, Noble 
Disk. 132 #11 Middle St, Portsmouth, NH03801, 
603/427-2473. Best time to call is between 1 and 
2 on Saturday aftemoon easter time. (Yearly sub- 
scriptions to Noble Disk are $10 in the U.S., $12 
in the rest of North America, $15 for the rest of 
the world.) 


Washington, D.C., Open 
Prelims set for Sept. 23, 
Oct. 7, 21; Finals Nov. 11 


Preliminary rounds in the Greater D.C. Open 
Yo-Yo Contest will begin on Saturday, Sept. 23 at 
Springfield Mall, Springfield, Va. 

The next preliminary rounds will be held at The 
Shops of Georgetown, 3222 M St. N.W., Saturday, 
Oct. 7. The third rounds will be held at Chevy 
Chase Pavilion, 5335 Wisconsin Ave. N.W. 
Washington, Saturday, Oct. 21. 

The finals will be held at Springfield Mal! on 
Saturday, Nov. 11. 

All events will begin at 1 p.mi. on each date. 

The contests are sponsored by Knockin’ Wood 
Toy Stores. 

Prizes include yo-yos, gift cenificates, savings 
bonds and more. 

Categories of competition at this AYYA-sanc- 
tioned event are: 

Beginners (8 yrs and under); Novice (11 yrs and 
under), Novice (12 yrs and older, Advanced (15 
yrs and younger); Advanced (16 yrs and older); 
and Championship (open to all). 

At the end of the competition, participants are 
invited to put on freestyle demonstrations. 

For information, contact Dick Stohr at 703/451- 
3439. 


Chico, Calif. Hosts 
National Contest Sept.30 


Chico, Calif., will once again be the site of the 
nation’s largest yo-yo contest, on Saturday, Sept. 
30 when the 1995 National Yo-Yo Championship 
will be held at the Downtown Piaza, 11 a.m.- 3 


p.m. 
This will be the eighth annual yo-yo contest held 
in Chico in as many years, and it may be the last 
in that city. “We are going to determine the future 
of this contest at a meeting of the board afier the 
contest,” contest organizer Bob Malowney said. 
Possible future locations for the contest might in- 
clude other cities in Califomia or in other states. 

“This might be the last wound-up (for Chico],” 
Bob joked, mimicking Bugs Bunny. | 

Aspecial dinner for early arrivers is planned for 
Friday night. Call for details. 

Also, Dennis McBride and Dale Myrberg will 
put on a series of special shows at local schools on 
Thursday and Friday. 

A meeting of the American Yo-Yo Association 
will be held the same day as the contest. 

For contest details, contact Bob Malowney at 
Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St, Chica, CA 
95928, 916/893-0545. 


Chico Fete to Feature 
‘World’s Largest Yo-Yo’ 


A special event at the 1995 National Yo-Yo 
Championship on Saturday, Sept 30 in Chico, 
Calif., will be the fifth and perhaps final ap- 
pearance of “the world's largest yo-yo,” built in 
1979 at the direction of San Francisco dentist and 
yo-yo maker “Dr. Yo,” Tom Kuhn. 

“Tom Kuhn will once again tie his gigantic 256- 
pound No-Jive Yoyo onto a big crane and 
demonstrate the an of big yo-yo,” contest or- 
ganizer Bob Malowney said. The yo-yo made its 
last public performance appearance in the early 
1980's and was listed in the 1981 Guinness Book 
of World Records as the world’s largest. 

The yo-yo measures 50 inches tall and 31 1/2 in- 
ches wide. The last time out, Tom strung the yo- 
yowith a 120-foot, 3/4 inch braided Dacron rope 
with a rated tensile strength of 11,600 pounds. He 
enlisted the services of a huge crane and directed 
the operator to “jerk” the rope precisely at the mo- 
ment the yo-yo hit the bottom in its fall. It “yoed” 
successfully 6 or 7 times. 

As before, Tom's big yo will perform only one 
trick, “The Gravity Pull,” Bob Malowney said. 
“Don’t look for an ‘Around the World’!” 

For a full report on those earlier outings of the 
yo-yo, see pp. 156-162 in the 1988 edition 

by Helane Zeiger 
aay published in 1979; updated and 
repnnted in 1988 by and available from Tom Kuhn 
Custom Yoy os Ltd., 2383 Califomia St., San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138; $10 plus $3.50 
shipping and handling.) 

That yo-yo's status as the world's largest fell in 
1991 when a woodworking class at Shakamak 
High School in Jasonville, Indiana, built and yo- 
yoed an 820-pound yo-yo, 6 feetin diameter, from 


Yo-Yos, Unicycles 
& Juggling Equipment 


For the complete Tom Kuhn line, and the Playmaxx Pro-Yo 


in Canada, contact: 


Darren Bedford 
71 Jasper Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada MON 2N2 
416-767-6074 
Offer available only for Canadians 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 

World's Finest Hardwoods 

Sold In Galeries 

High Performance 

2 Unique Shapes \ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


# Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
. Yo-vo Bag $5. Pha 5 Strngs $1 00 
41 8 Specify Wood Type and Shape !A or B 
f | Send $1500 ° $2.25 (S&H) to 
Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos 
wna P.O. Box 23404 
Monticito, CA 93121 


tight Mahogany. Lacewood Teak Walnut 
Middle: Padial, Maple, imbuma. Zebrano. Cherry 
(ak, Setinwood, Rosewood 


SLO~YO- 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Mative & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Colter Cetetogue 


an OR Cougr mm wood 
9608 mortewe 
evetir me OSS 


Is interesting to watch people's reacuon to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 
especially’ kids and cats It looks like a regular 
wooden vo-vo. but how does it spin so 
long’ The secret is a precision bali hearing axle 
and a unique adjustable string pap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups Too techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed). the reward for the res of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 


also spins and dances . 
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centering experience. Others are charmed too. They're 
preat for meeting people. Best of all. at a moments notice. 
these particular yo-vos connect me to that pant of myself which 


' SLEEP MACHINE BUTTERFLY STYLE 40,00 
ROLLER WOODY - CLASSIC STYLE... $38.00 smrasen 


a distance of 160 fect using a 50-ton crane. It yo- 
yoed 12 times, up and down its 2-inch-dianeter 
nylon rope. The “Shakamak model.” as the stu- 
dents called it, was built hollowly in successive 
brick laid segments. See story in the May-June 
1991 issue of Yo-Yo Times. 


Back to Vegas, Jan. 7-11 


Yo-yoers and jugglers will retum for the fourth 
annual Winter Mini-Convention of the Intema- 
tional Jugglers Association at the Showboat Hotel 
in | as Vegas, Jan. 7 through 11 (tentative dates). 
We'll give you details as they become available. 

The convention will include yo-yo workshops 
and the third annual Las Vegas Pro-Am Yo-Yo 
Competition. The Las Vegas Open Yo-Yo Contest 
is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1996, 
at 4 p.m. It will include divisions for novice (11 
and under), advanced juniors (15 and under), ad- 
vanced seniors (16 and over), and masters. Rules 
and a trick list will be included in the next AYYA 
News. Other yo-yo contest details will be in the 
Fal! issue of Yo-Yo Times. 

For further details on yo-yoing at the conference 
in Las Vegas. contact Paul Kyprie at 313/994. 
0368. 


Airfare Discounts to Las Vegas 

For discounts on airfares, we have made special 
arrangements with America West Ainines. Call 
the Convention and Meeting Services department 
at 800/548-7575 and mention that you are with 
CAMS group #159SD. 


if you belleve In what we are doing, 
please patronize our advertisers 
and tell them the reason why. 


' Name Phone 

| Address 

1 City Sate sip 
‘Vil Cp Bar 

} Lada a bela) LTD. Phone Orders: 

1 alifornia Street -| SVM) 

‘ San Francisco, C4 94115 sd +a 


WJA “Mt. Jugglemore” 
July 16-21, 1996 


Next year’s annual convention of the Intema- 
tional Jugglers Association will be held Tues. 
through Sat., July 16-21, 1996, in Rapid City, 
South Dakota at Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, 25 
miles from Mt. Rushmore. 

The convention will include yo-yo workshops 
and the fifth annual World Yo- Yo Championships. 


For IJA Convention Info... 


..Tegarding either convention, contact Ginny 
Rose at 413/367-9398. 


Arizona State/Southwest 
Tentative Date Set 


The Arizona State/Southwest Regional. 
originally scheduled for June 1995, in Tucson, 
Ariz., has been tentatively rescheduled for June 
15, 1996. Contest organizer, Don Duncan. an- 
nounced that details will be released and 
published in YYT as soon as they are available 
and asked potential competitors NOT to call him 
for further information at this time. 


WINNERS 


DeBoisblanc Wins 
West Coast Regionals 


Bill DeBoisblane of San Francisco emerged at 
the top in The 2nd Annual West Coast Regional 
Championships. presented by “YO-topia.” at Wil- 
lie Bird's Restaurant, 1150 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa 
Rosa. Calif., on June 24, 

More than 250 people attended the day-long 
event. Special visitors included San Francisco 
49er Footbal] Tall of Fame inductee Bob Sinclair 
and a surprise visit from Tom “The Yo-Yo Man” 
Smothers. his wife, Marcy, and their 2-year-old 
son Bo of Kenwood, Calif, 

Attendees appeared from as far away as Mon- 
tana, Utah, Arizona, Nevada and Washington. 
“Clo” the cow from Clover-Stometta Farms also 
stopped by to shake hoofs and toyo. 

Four current world champs attended: Bill 
Deboisblane; Cliff “The Toyman™ Coleman, 
Berkeley. Calif.. Advanced Division National 
Champion; Kenny “The Loop Dude” Miller. 
Chico, Calif., Beginning Division National 
Champion; and Dale Myrberg, Salt Lake City. 
Utah, Freestyle Division National Champion. 

More than 40 kids and adults competed. Contest 
winners were: 

Beginning Division, 16 and under. (1) Benjamin 
Stark. Windsor, Calif.; (2) Jason Tracy, Frazer 
Park. Calif.; (3) Adam Fanshier. Chico, Calif.: (4) 
Mike | laitis, Sacramento, Calif. 

Beginning Division, 17 and older. (1) David 
Keele, Reno, Nev.: (2) William Eaton, Santa Rosa, 
Calif.; (3) David Hamis, Sacramento, Calif.; (4) 
TIE: David Capuno, Santa Cruz, Calif., and Matt 
Michel. 

Advanced Division, 16 and under. (1) Andy 
Coleman. Clovis. Calif.; (2) Jason Tracy. Frazer 
Park. Calif.; (3) Adrian Ruiz. Pacifica, Calif. 

Advanced Division. 17 and older. (1) Tommy 
Moore, Portland, Ore.: (2) Rubin Reyes. Vallejo. 
Calif.: (3) Cliff Coleman, Berkeley, Calif. 


Bartenders Division: (1) Bill “Willie” Wong, 
Santa Rosa. Calif.; (2) Fredd Culbertson, Santa 
Rosa, Calif.; (3) John Zimmerman, Santa Rosa, 
Calif. 


Championship Division (Two-Handed Tricks): 
(1) Bil DeBoisbianc, San Francisco, Calif.: (2) 
Chartes Short, Reno, Nev.; (3) Cliff Coleman, 
Berkeley, Calif.; (4) Tom Smothers, Kenwood, 
Calif. 


Freestyle Division: (1) Dale Myrberg, Salt Lake 
Gity, Utah; (2) Bill DeBoisblanc, San Francisco, 
Galif.; (3) Cliff Coleman, Berkeley, Calif; (4) 
Bon Watson, Rohnen Park, Calif. 

Judges for the event were Don Watson, Rohner 
Park, Calif.; Dale Oliver, Seattle, Wash., and Dale 
Mysberg, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Excerpts from the competition were shown on 
ESPN-2 on the evening sports news, and it was 
also filmed locally by KRON channel 4 and 
KFTY TV-SO. 

Sponsors were: 

Corporate level: Clover Stometta Farms, 
Petaluma; Food 4 Less, Santa Rosa; T & B Spons, 
Santa Rosa; E].P. Inc., Santa Rosa; Russ Berrie, 
Petaluma; Yo-topia, Santa Rosa; KZST FM100, 
Santa Rosa; Smothers Brothers Wine Store, Ken- 
wood; and S.S Puff N Stuff Balloons, Santa Rosa. 

Special level: Big 4 Rents, Rohnert Park. Calif.; 
Ciff Slider Berkeley, Calif. 

Donation level: Tom Kuhn Custom Yoy os Lid., 
San francisco; The Toyworks, Santa Rosa. Calif.; 
Galistoga Sparkling Mincral Water, Calistoga, 
Calif.; Captain Yo. Rohnert Park, Calif.; 
Playmaxx, Tucson, Ariz.; Yomega Corp., Fall 
River, Mass.; Vine 2 Wine. Kenwood, Calif.; 
Cheney Laser Engraving. Santa Rasa: Amopole 
& Associates, Sebastopol, Calif; NAPA Auto 
Pants, Santa Rosa. 

The entire event was organized and promoted 
by Yo-topia under the guidance of John “Pookie- 
Yo" Stangie, the current 2nd place advanced 
decision Califomia state champion and ranked 7ih 


te the 1994-95 advanced division national cham- -_ 


Pronships. 

The awards were provided by Custom 
Mahogany Laser Engraved Plaques, with 
engraved yo-yos for first. second and third place 
winners. 


Bill DeB’ Yos 
at Solano County Fair 


World champion yo-yoer Bill DeBoisblanc of 
San Francisco delighted audiences with his two- 
handed y0-y'0 prowess at the 46th annual Solano 
County Fair in Vallejo, Calif. in July. 

He performed to the music’ of Elvin Bishop's 
song, “The Right String but the Wrong Yo-Yo.” 
Fair officials put his name and title in lights on the 
marquee adjacent to Interstate 80. 

Three other players also appeared on stage with 
him: 

—John “Pookie Yo” Stangle of Santa Rosa, the 
second place advanced division state champion; 

—Ruben Reyes of Vallejo. who won second 
place in the advanced division, adults 17 and 
older, in the second annual West Coast regional 
Yo-Yo Championships, held June 24 in Santa 
Rosa: and 

—Jim Garvey, 12, of Vacaville. national and 
State champion in his age and skill division. 

On the midway. Butler Amusements of Fairfield 
offered a ride called the “yo-yo.” 
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OBITUARY 


Wilfred H. Schlee 


Wilfred H. Schlee passed on Apr. 23 at the age 
of 71, at his home in Portsmouth, RI. 

He manufactured yo-yos for Cheerio Toys and 
Games Inc. until Duncan bought out the Cheerio 
line in 1960. At that time he became vice presi- 
dent of Duncan Yo-Yo Co., which at the time was 
known as Donald F. Duncan Inc. He left Duncan 
in 1964 to form Festival Products. He moved to 
Rhode Island in 1966 when Festival was acquired 
by Union Wadding Co., Pawtucket, RI. He 
remained as vice president for sales and market- 
ing at Union Wadding until his retirement in 1988. 

During its heyday in the 1960s and 1970s, Fes- 
tival brought out a line of novelty yo-yos, includ- 
ing sports yo-yos (in the shape of footballs, 
basketballs, etc.) as well as Disney cartoon 
character yo-yos. 

He was bom in Kitchener, Ontario, and served 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force from 1942 to 
1945. He moved to Lockport, N.Y., in 1946 and 
became a US. citizen in 1954. 

In Lockport he founded W.FL Schlee Co. Inc. 
and Schlee Lumber Co. 

He moved to Glenview, IIl., in 1962 to join the 
Duncan company. 

He leaves his wife, Louise McEwan Schlee 
(they were martied for 49 years), a daughter, 
Deborah Broadhead of North Andover, Mass.; a 
son, David Schlee. Kansas City, Mo.; a brother, 


John Schlee, Kitchener,Ont.; a sister, Carol _ 


Schwindt, Kitchener, and three grandchildren. 

In his letter accompany ing his father's obituary, 
son David Schlee wrote: “Since my fatherwas in- 
volved in the yo-yo business for most of his life, 
T thought this might be of interest toyour readers.” 

(NOTE: This information was compiled from 
his obituary and from pp. 12-14 of The World on 
aSting by Helane Zeiger. The dates cited in the 
two sourves do not alway's agree year for year but 
do not differ very much.) 


BOOKS... 


It’s Yo-Yo Time! 


It's Yo- } Time! by “Professor Yo-Yo" (Stuart F. 
Crump Jr., Editor, Y- Times newsletter) is sub- 
titled, “Professor Yo-Yo's Book of Yo-Yo Tricks 
and Stories, New and Ojd— 300 new yo-yo tricks 
from the pages of Yo-Yo Times newsletter.” 

In addition to reprinting all of the yo-yo tricks 
that have appeared in YYT since the first issue in 
1988, as well as the complete text and illustrations 
of The Blue Book of Yo. the book includes stories 
and articles relating to the yo-yo. A few of these 
chapters are entitled: 

A Brief History of the Yo-Yo; Inventing New 
Yo-Yo Tricks; I'm Yo-kay, You're Yo-kay; The 
Perfect Toy forall Ages; Ecce !lomo Yo-Yo!; Ad- 
ding the Yo- Yoto YourJuggling Act, The Fun Way 
to Cope With Stress: Just Say Yo!; How to Travel 
Through Time; Reach for the TOP!; When You 
Blow It Appendix of Sources; and an Index of 
Tricks. 

Several chapters are in the form of shon stories 
about a young boy of the 1950s and early 1960s 
and his frequent encounters over the years with the 
yo-yo man. 

Copies of the limited first edition are available 


while suppl#s tast from Creative Communica- 
tions Inc., P.O. Box 1519-YB, Hemdon, VA 
22070, for $19.95 postpaid in North America; add 
$2.50 shipping and handling for other foreign or- 
ders. 


COLLECTING 


Yo-Yo Guide 


The Yo-Yo Collector, Lucky Meisenheimer, has 
prepared a “Yo-yo Size and Shape Guide for Col- 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


+ Each Yo-Yo: 
© Solid Piece of Beectwood 
© Official Signature Mode! 
® Tock Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Piasnc Carrying Case 
© Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two YoYos- § 6.00 Postage Paid 
46 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Pius Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 
Wallace Toy Company 
Box M49 
Wallace idaho 83873 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 


New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 years. 
Still available: ie Tricks, (Vols. 1 & 3,” and “Gal- 
lery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
$25 each (plus $3 S & H per order). 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBnde 
P.O. Bax 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 


805-688-0301 


YO-YO TIMES ™ is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 1519 - SM95 
Herndon, VA 22070 
Circulation & Business: 
1-703-742-YOYO (9696) 

Editorial: 1-703-905-0509 


©1995 by Creative Communications 
Inc. All rights reserved. For informa- 
tion on reproduction of any part of this 
issue, write to the address above. 

ISSN 0897-7704 

Editor & Publisher: 
Stuart F. Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo-Yo”) 

Managing Editor: 
Margaret P. Crump 

Assistant Editor: 
Jodi Crump (“Yodi”) 

Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 

(U.S. dollars only) 

Foreign subscribers please add $4/year 


tectors” that gives details about the par’ <f ayo- 
yo, how to grade and size a yo-yo, and yo-yo 
shapes. 

For a copy, send Lucky a self-addressed, 
Stamped #10 business-letter-size envelope. Send 
to Lucky Meisenheimer, 7300 Sandlake Com- 
mons Bivd., Suite 105, Orlando, FL32819. 


Collector Inquiries 


What's it Worth? 

We recently acquired a copy of “The Art of Yo- 
Yo Playing.” a pamphlet and book of tricks, 
Original price 10 cents, put out by “Genuine Dun- 
can Yo-Yo Toys.” 

It is the same pamphlet as pictured on p.55 of 

ibies: X . It was mixed in 
with a bax of good, neat “finds”! 

We would like to put it up for sale but do not 
know what it is worth. Can you give us an idea? 

(Mrss.) Leonora Gutgesell 
Guigesell's Collectibles 
La Mesa, Calif. 

[Sony, Leonora, we can't give you a clue other 
than that it would be priceless to. a yo-yo collector 
but of little value to anyone else. Can any readers 
help?] 


CLUB NEWS 


Do you have a yo-yo club? (even an informal 
One) or are trying to-start one, send us the infor- 
mation, including: name of the club; city; names, 
addresses and phone numbers of club president 
and officers; location, dates and times of regular 
meetings and of special events such as contests, 
exhibits, classes and so on; and any other interest- 
ing or relevant information. 

Also, be sure to keep us updated on any future 
events planned by your club. 

Send your information to the AYYA, Club 
News, 14534 Wallingford. Seattle, WA 98133, 
and/or to Yo-Yo Times. Club News, PO. Box 
1519, Hemdon, VA 22070. 


Puget Sound Yo-Yo Club 

The Puget Sound Yo-Yo Club; call Chris Arena. 
14117 57th Ave. N.W., Gig Harbor, WA 98332, 
206/851-5753, Contact him for infonnation about 


Noble Disk® 
The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England 
‘bul ful of fun material tor anyor’ from anyotote 


Yearly subscribptions 
$10 in the U.S., $12 inthe rest of N. America 
$15 for the rest of the world 
ASCit edition on disk (3.5° or 5.255, $5 +$1 P&H 


Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801, 603/427-2473 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Yb-Y Times” are available, including: 
#1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 24, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
4-5, 4-6, 5-1, §-2, 5-3, $-4, 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, 7-1 
7-2, 17-3, 7-4 and 8-1. If an issue is out of stock, we 
will send you a photocopy of the issue, unless you 
specify otherwise. Send $3 for each copy ordered. 
(Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and han- 
dling per issue, except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 
and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, YYT, P.O. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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Willie Bird’s Flyers 

“Willie Bird's Ryers” Yo-Yo Club meets once a 
month at Willie Bird's Restaurant, 1150 Santa 
Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa, Calif. For information, 
contact John Stangle, 707/542-1417. 


Washington, D.C. Area 

A Yo-Yo Share, Show & Practice will beheld 
every third Wednesday of the month beginning 
Aug. 16 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the fellowship hall of 
Grace Presbyterian Church at Grace and Bath 
streets, Springfield, Va. 

For information, contact Dick Stohrat 703/451- 
3439, 


YO BRIEFS 


e Duncan will start its TV ad campaign earlier 
and run it longer next spring on Nickelodeon. 

@ YYT and the AYYA wish to extend an apol- 
ogy to anyone who was confused due to the mix- 
up on the date of the World Championship Yo-Yo 
Contest in Las Vegas. The contest was orginally 
scheduled for Thursday, July 20, the date reported 
on page 1 of the Spring issue. It was subsequently 
changed to Wednesday, July 19, the date reported 
in the AYYA news on page 7 of the same issue. 
Sorry about that! 

@ When Lucky Meisenheimer, of Orlando, Fia., 
and his bride, Jacquie, were married on April 22, 
they gave a beautiful wooden yo-yo to each guest. 
“I suspect that this is one of the first, if not only, 
y 0-y os ever produced for a wedding,” Lucky said. 
“There is a lot of downtime for the guests at wed- 
dings, especially after the ceremony, and they 
were entertained by being able todoyo-yo tricks.” 

@ The yo-yo and “Mrs. Pro- Yo" Dale Oliver are 
featured in an article in the August 1995 issue of 
Mature Outlook magazine. To obtain a copy, send 
$1.75 for the magazine plus $1.00 shipping and 
handling to: Publication Office, Mature Outlook, 
1716 Lacust St.. Des Moines. 1A 50336. 

@ Responding to a notice in the Spring issue of 
YoYo Times. Rocco Ysaguirre of Carol Stream, 
Ill., and Tom Canon of Wheaton, Ill., helped The 
Salvation Army raise much-needed funds. Both 
yoO-yO specialists participated in the “Celebrity 
Comer” activities at the Salvation Army Donut 
Day on Friday June 2, the Army’s annual sumnver 
fund-raiser in Chicago. The festivities were held 
all day long in front of the Wrigley Building at 401 
N. Michigan Ave., in downtown Chicago. More 
than 50 show business professionals took part in 
the activities, which raised more than $200,000 al- 
together. 

@ Prototypes of The Terminator, a new long- 
spinning. easy -to-loop, take-aparl yo-yo designed 
by Dale Oliver, have been released. Dale brought 
a box ful of prototy pes to the UA conference. The 
new yo-yo should be available for ordenng by 
Sept. 1. Order information will be in the next is- 


sues of AYYA News and YYT- 


7 YOTIPS _ 


The Ultimate Looper 
by Jim Johnson 


I have tested and retested many a yo-yo search- 
ing for the ultimate looper. With the help of nty yo 
friends, I think I have finally found it! 

To obtain the best looping results, you general- 
ly have to do one of two things. Either you have 
to increase or decrease the diameter of the stnng 
(if the axle is 1/4” diameter), or else you can use 
the same type of string and increase or decrease 


the gap in the yo-yo. 

If the gap is too wide, the yo-yo will ride up 
when looping. If the gap is too narrow, the yo-yo 
will loop down. 

Good looping yo-yos off the shelf are the Pro- 
Yo, Tom Kuhn, Duncan Professional, Sayco Tour- 
nament, Yo Pal, Hummingbird, Sio-Yo Pro, 
Monarch Yo and Jack Russell. There may be 
others that I don’t know about. If anyone can help 
me find another good looping yo-yo, please drop 
me a line —-ora yo-yo! 

The best looping yo-yos are the ones you can 
modify, like the Bunny Martin and American 
Spinners. It takes time and patience to get the yo- 
yoready. First, you have tosand the gapto0.065”. 
Start sanding with #0 grit sandpaper, then #50, 
and finish with #400-J. 

Watch carefully not to bunch up the sandpaper 
on the axle. It will make the gap too wide at that 
point Using a fine jeweler’s file, sand the axle to 
1/4” diameter and finish up with #400-J. 

I] find that Pro-Yo strings work the best for me. 

If you follow these simple ideas, you too can 
have an Ultimate Looper (You can reach Jim 
Johnson at 14661 Chanter Pl., Baton Rouge, LA 
70817, 504/752-1508.) 


Personalize Your Yo-Yo 


Jason Tracy, Frazier Park, Calif., shares a neat 
idea of how you can personalize your yo-yo. 

He removes the cardboard disks from the sides 
of his Play maxx Pro-Yoand tums them over to the 
blank sides. He then applies temporary tattoos to 
the blank sides. 

“It looks pretty cool,” he says. “You can per- 
sonalize youryo-yas. I doit with Loony Toons and 
other tatoos.” 


SMOTHERS 


Smothers Brothers on Tour 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers and the Yo-Yo Man. 
Please check your local listings for further infor- 
mation. 

Aug. 16-20, Resorts Hotel, Atlantic City, N.J. 

Sept. 6, Melody Fair, North Tonawanda, N.Y. 

Sept. 7, Starlight Music Theater, Latham, N.Y. 

Sept. 8, Westbury (N.Y.) Music Fair 

Sept 9, Valley Forge Music Theater, Devon, Pa. 

Oct. 5, Humphrey's, San Diego, Calif. 

Oct. 6, Alex Theater, Glendale. Calif. 

Oct. 8, Riverside (Calif.) Municipal Auditonum 

Oct. 14, Alumni Arena, SUNY Buffalo, N.Y. 

Oct. 20, Bayfront Center, St Petersburg, Fla. 

Oct. 21, Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater, Fla. 

Oct. 22, Tampa (Fla.) Bay PAC 

Nov. 7-12, Riverside Hote] & Casino, Laughlin, 
Nev. 

Nov. 14, Fisher Theater, Detroit, Mich. 

Nov. 16-18, Jack Singer Concert Halt, Calgary, 
Alberta 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven't overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be descnbed in words 


without pictures. We don't have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the revised edition of the book of 
new yo-yo tricks we are assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if yourtrick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yO-yO to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your tnck is used in the book, you'll receive 
full credit and thanks in the book. (Note: Just to 
protect ourselves in the future, please be advised 
that sending us your trick means that you are 
giving us permission to print it in the newsletter 
and subsequent books. You will, of course, receive 
full credit in both places as the originator of the 
trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you' re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 
”Yo-Dini” 

Andrew Desantis Jr., “The Yo-Mon” 
Clifton Park, NY 

Build this trick up as a spectacular effect. Pull 
ona blindfold overyour forchead where it is ready 
to be pulled down over your eyes. 

Announce, “While blindfolded, I will untie my 
hands and wrists while the yo-yo sleeps.” Ask for 
a drum roll. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Wrap the string around 
your wnsts. Altemate one wrist, then the other, 
twice if you have enough string. 

Raise your hands and pull the blindfold over 
your eyes. No cheating with a see-through 
blindfold. 

If at all possible, arrange for a telephone to ring 
at this moment. Announce, “Take a message. | 
can't come to the phone. I'm all tied up!” 

Then untwist your wrists until the string is all 
the way out, while the yo is still sleeping. 

With the blindfold still on, retrieve the yo or 
send it “Around the World” or whatever. 

NOTE: Forthe right-handed y oist. first wrap the 
String over the top of your left wrist. then move 
the right wrist to the left of the string and place the 
String on your night wrist, etc. 


"The Hacke Sack” 
Britton Hacke 
Sioux City, Iowa 

This is a combination trick. 

Do “Skin the Cat,” then go into “Loop the 
Loop,” then into “Around the World,” and finish 
witha “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 


“The Weedwacker”” 
Jason Tracy, Frazier Park, Calif. 
I was visiting my friend while he was attempt- 
ing to mow the grass, but his mower was broken. 
So I took out my yo-yo and threw a “Flying 
Saucer” and held it close to the ground. I said, 
“Hey, look, a weed wacker!” 


“A Close Shave” 
Dale Myrberg 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

This is a most difficult trick, not recommended 
for any but highly competent y oes. 

Dale performed this trick at the A conference 
in Las Vegas. He put a quarter on each of his ears. 
He then commenced throwing “Two-Handed 
Loop the Loops.” angling the loops so that he was 
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LETTERS 


Send Your Letters, Articles 


able to.knock the quarters off each earone at a 
time. 
“The Smelliest Trick in the World” 


Mashiro Mizuno 


Kounan-ku, Yokohama-shi, Japan 

Throw a “Breakaway” behind the back. As the 
yo-yo retums, catch it on the sleeve of yourT-shin, 
under your armpit, “Dog Bite” style. 


“Rock the Baby in the Treetop” 
Britton Hacke 


Sioux City, lowa 

“Rock the Baby” with the cradle built upside 
down. Finish with a “Throw the Baby out the Win- 
dow.” 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
berwith all letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
to you if we have questions. We will not print your 
address unless you ask us to. 


“Grand-Pa Yo-Yo” 

Saw the yo-yo antcle in the August issue of Ma- 
ture_Outlook magazine. 

] love the yo-yo, especially the Yomega. yo-yo 
for pre-schoolers, kindergartners and lots of 
school children. 

Children in my town call me “Grand-Pa Yo- Yo" 
and I love it! 

Lee Craft 
Page, N.D. 


IMinois Champ 

Please send mea sample copy of YYTJ and other: 
pertinent information. 

I was the yo-yo champ of I!inois when I was in 
Grammar School. 

Stephen Koch 
Cicero, Ill. 

{Stephen — Picase white and tell us of your 
championship days. When, where, who, what, 
why and how. What are yourmemories? We' re in- 
terested in hearing of the old days of yo!} 


Seen Any Good Books? 

I recently purchased the Klutz Yo-Yo Book in 
search of acouple good tricks and discovered your 
newsletter address in the back section. 

I was very delighted to make this discovery and 
hastily took to write this letter in order to receive 
a sample of your newsletter. It's what I've been 
looking for for years — finally, a way to connect 
me with the rest of the yo-yo world. 

One other thing, do you know how J might go 
about finding a decent trick book? ] acquired the 
Duncan one but would like to get other slants on 
tricks and possibly different tricks themselves. 

Emilene S. Drager 
Marietta, Pa 

[The best book we know of currently in print is 
The World ona String by Helane Zeiger (1979; 
updated and reprinted in 1988). Itis available from 
Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos Lid., 2383 Califomia 
St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138. $10 
plus $3.50 shipping and handling. You also might 
enjoy “Professor Yo-Yo's new book. It's Yo-Yo 
Time! See anicle in this issue.] 


Yo-Yo Fanatic 

] am a serious yo-yo fanatic. ] am very excited 
about receiving Yo-Yo Times and am sure ] will 
continue my subscription after the first year. 

Do you have any yo-yo paraphemualia (stickers, 
hats, etc.) and a mailing list? If you do, I'm your 
man! 

Chis Mitchell 
Beverly, Mass. 
[Chiis, see our advertisements!] 


AYYA 


AYYA has New Address 


American Yo-Yo Association (AYYA) founder 
and president Dale Oliver is moving to San Fran- 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK 68.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 


pages lavishly 
Ulustrated, photographed and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also evailable: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos For a free 
catalogue. write Klutz Press, 2170 

Staunton Ct. Palo Allo, CA 94306 

Dept Y 


SPECIAL OFFER for YYT Subscribers 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” (The Song) 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to. 


ung by Larry Groce, host of “Mountain Stage, with 
Ptone Yo-Yo" (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo ‘9 Times 
ularly $11.95. While supplies last; $5.95 postpaid 
ros. funds; for rabies io Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; ather forei 
delivery inthe U. 


$2.) Please aliow 3 weeks for 
., and at least 6 weeks for overseas. 


Tip sheet included .. . Satisfaction quarantined 
. Send your check today to: 


“It's Yo-Yo Time!” Yo- Yo Times 
P.O. Bax 1519, Hemdon, VA 22070 


Now available 
directly from the manufacturer 


The Ultimate ProYo 
Take-Apart Yo-Yo 


with wood axle 
$14.00 each 
postpaid in the U.S. 
Add $2 for orders shipped outside 
the U.S. 


Each yo-yo comes with package 
of 3 extra strings, 2 extra 
hardwood (maple) axles, and 1 
extra wheel nut. 

Pocket Guide instruction sheet 
with each order. 


Send your check today to: 
Yo-Yo Orders, Playmaxx Inc. 
2900 N. Country Club, Dept. YYT 
Tucson, AZ 85716 
520/322-0100 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Please allow 6 weeks for delivery 


YOMEGA 


New: SPINFINITI™ 


Roller Bearing Yo-Yo 
Hollow body delivers light-weight handling 
: Roller-bearing design 
makes it a spinning wonder! 
With Holster $24.95; Without Holster $19.95 


New: YOMEGA "MANIAC" 


TEE SHIRT 
Black Hanes 100% cotton Beefy Tee 
with four-color graphics! 

Specify medium, large or extra large. $14.95 
Phone orders for Visa/Mastercard only 
($20 minimum): 1-800-338-8796 
Send check/money order to: 


Yomega Corp.-YR 
Retail Dept. 
1058 Pleasant St. 


P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02723-0402 


(Mention “Yo-Yo Times” 
and receive FREE shipping!) 


Yo-Yo Museums 


National Museum 
Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand store 


320 Broadway, Chico 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 


Open 10-5 Monday-Saturday, 11-4 Sunday . 


Free admission 
For further information, call 916/893-0545 


The Yozeum, Tucson, Ariz. 
Located at Playmaxx headquarters 
2900 N. Country Club, Tucson 
Featuring the Duncan family collection 
and a tour of the Playmaxx factory 
Group tours available 
Free admission 
Workshops twice a month on Saturdays, 
with Scott Edwards, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Frequent contests 
Reservations or information 
call 602/322-0100 


cisco in early August, so he is tuming mail-recep- 
tion duties over to AYYA treasurer, Mark Brataas. 
The new address is AYYA, 627 163rd St. South, 
Spanaway, WA 98387. The old phone numberwill 
work until Date makes his move; thereafter calls 
to the old number will be referred to the new num- 
ber, whichwas not available at press time. The old 
number is 206/367-9187. 

Write to the American Yo-Yo Association fora 
membership application. 

The organization is for everyone interested in 
yoing, including players, collectors, students, 
adults, manufacturers and yo-yo pros. One year 
membership is $12 for students and $20 for aduits. 

Members receive a membership card. member- 
ship button, 1-year subscription to Yo-Yo Times, 
official AY YA contest tick list and a copy of the 
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official AYYA contest rules. 

Membership also helps support AYYA yo-yo 
contests, prizes, activities and the on-going effort 
to establish yo-yoing as an intemational sport. 

Members also receive discounts of 20% on 
AYYA logo items (T shirts and sweatshins, but- 
tons, patches and so on) and 50% off AYYA entry 
fees. 


SHOPTALK 


“YYT” Deadlines for Future 


issues 


Please mark your calendar with the following 
deadlines for ¥b- } Times advertisers and articles: 
Fall issue, late October, Winter issue, late 
January/early February; Spring issue, early to 
mid-Apni; Summer issue, late July/early August. 

If you have a story for us, please have it in our 
hands at least TWO WEEKS prior to the publica- 
tion date, 

AYYA members will also receive two copies of 
the AYYA Newsletier. which are scheduled to be 
published in mid-September and mid-December 
(timed to be prior to and following the national 
championships in Califomia). 

Even though YYT is an independent publica- 
tions, YYT and the AYYA have made a special ar- 
rangement so that members of the AYYA receive 
both newsletters as a part of their membership fee. 
YYT will also publish AYYA news and an- 
nouncements, especially in those months in which 
the AYYA newsletter is not published. 


| THE YO-YO EXCHANGE | 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. We will print the first 
few words in CAPITAL LETTERS unless you 
specify differently. 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no responsibility or 

liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 
YO-YO DISPLAY CASE. Display — Organize 
— Protect 12 yos! $10.00 ea. plus S&H, 4 or 
more ONLY $7.95 each plus S&H. Visa/MC 
accepted. Made of a revolutionary clear, 
flexible plastic. With lid snapped on will 
protect from dust, damage and thett. Can wall 
mount or can display on shelf with our easel 
or will lock together when stacked. Dealer in- 
quiries welcome. L.S.A.S.E. Yo-Yo Display 
Case Co., Rt. 2, Box 73, Fremont, NE 68025, 
402/721-4765. 


NEW SOUVENIR: “Field of Dreams” yo-yo of 
movie site at Dyersville, lowa. Full color both 
sides using Playmaxx Pro-Yo. Picture of play- 
ing field with home on side 1, official movie 
site logo on side 2. Sold at site for $10 with 
stand (Don Watson model). Yours for just $8 
(including stand and postage and handling). 
Send check to Tom Canon, P.O. Box 10399, 
Wheaton, IL 60189, 708/231-4588. 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, col- 
lections and old yo-yo memorabilia. List con- 
ditions and prices. Lucky Meisenheimer, 
Suite 105, 7300 Sandiake Commons Bivd., 
Orlando, FL 32819, 407/354-0478. 

YO-YOs WANTED. Tin or wood, Duncan, 
Goody, Royal, Cheerio, Flores and others. 
Also, related books, patches, pins, trophies, 
Strings, advertising, memorabilia. Les Gor- 
don |!, 6475 E. Boone County 550 South, 


Whitestown, IN 46075-9763, 317/769-3382. 
YO-YO STRING PACKS. Duncan, Royal, Hi- 
Ker and Alox. Will sell or trade for old yo-yos. 
John Sievers, 515/262-0558, 3915 Lay St., 
Des Moines, IA 50317. 

WANTED: Duncan and Royal decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio and Goody 
jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and Comet 
Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or trade. Johnny Til- 
lotson, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, En- 
cino, CA 91316, 1-800-YO-BUDDY. 
COCA-COLA ADVERTISER yo-yos, made 
by Russell for Coca-Cola Co. in Mexico for 
promotions. Good quality. “Black Master,” 
gold printing, $12.50. “Red and Lucite Super,” 
white printing, $10.50. Prices include 
postage. Don Meeker, P.O. Box 507, Hol- 
lister, MO 65672, 417/334-1859. 

WANTED: Yo-Yos and Yo-related items. 
Send your list to Michael Stied!, Malzgasse 
1/10, A-1020, Vienna, Austria, Europe. 


IJA 
Notes from IJA 


by “Professor Yo-Yo” 

I define “juggling arts” as “the manipulating in 
intricate, colorful and unusual ways of ordinary 
and extraordinary items so that they appear to per- 
form difficult, amusing, unbelievable, fantastic, 
exotic and impossible maneuvers via throwing, 
tossing, spinning, or otherwise animating said ob- 
jects by the use of one’s hands, head, feet or other 
parts of one’s body.” (If you have a better defini- 
tion, I'd like to hear it. I pulled that one out of the 
air.) 

Using this definition, I include yo-yoing as a 
subset of the juggling ans. 

Accordingly, I love to attend as many conven- 
tions of the Intemational Jugglers Association 
(JA) as I possibly can. 

In addition to getting the opportunity to hang 
around with some of the best and nicest people in 
the world, the JA also gives you a chance to leam 
showmanship skills from some of the greatest 
entertainers and vaudevillians in the business. 

The following are a few notes, tips and ideas 
gathered during workshops and other sessions at 
the LIAsummer confab in Las Vegas aimed at jug- 
glers but which IJ thought might be of equal value 
to any yo-man or yo-woman. 


From the Three-Ball Workshop 

Ideas from Dave Finnigan of Edmonds, Wash.: 

Don’t try to leam two new tricks at the same 
time. 

Start small; small is better 

You've always got to have a goal when you're 
learning. 

“Stops” add surprise to your routine. 

Question: How long did it take you to get real- 
ly good? 

Dave: I don’t know. I'll tell you when I get there. 
(He explained that he leamed to juggle at age 35 
and he is now 53.) You're never too old to leam. 

Ideas from Mike Vondruska, Bensenville, II.: 

Start y our act with a good beginning, few ticks 
in the middle and a flashy ending. 

Develop a good 15-20 second routine that you 
can do when somebody comes up with three oran- 
ges and says, “Hey, he can juggle. Show us some- 
thing.” 

One young boy, Emile Carey, Grand Bay, 
Quebec, Canada, age 13, performed one toss so 


well that one somewhat older, adult juggler com- 
mented, “Maybe when I'm 13 I'll be able to do 
that, too.” 


Dick Franco: “Be Original” 

One of the world's greatest jugglers, Dick Fran- 
coappears regularly at Circus Circus in Las Vegas. 
Here are miscellaneous notes from his session at 
the DA: 

I would leam someone else’s trick and put my 
own touch to it I've always tried to develop non- 
conflicting material that was uniquely my own. 

At our level of show biz, if you copy someone 
else, you’re never going to be able to move into 
the real circuit. You can even have a good career 
at it (Copying). But at our level, you’ re dooming 
yourself to second rate work. If you're going togo 
to all the trouble to leam the material, make it 
something uniquely your own. 

I always have three versions of my act. 100%, 
110%and 90% I go out there and decide how I'm 
feeling that day and decide which one to do. 

You can move from one stage to another and 
things that will work in one location won't work 
in another. Every showroom is different. The best 
condition is theater seating. People don't have 
any thing else to do but applaud. They don't have 
distractions like drinks. 

Every place is different. Every audience is dif- 
ferent. Even the way the rooniis set up is different. 
Everywhere you go it takes you a week to rewrite 
your act perfectly to get it to work. 

Chalk upa lot of shows at places like an amuse- 
ment park, You have to be able to do your act in 
your sleep. People pay good money and they ex- 
pect a good show. 

The real art in juggling is getting somebody to 
pay you money to doit. Go to people and ask them 
what you're womh--people such as other per- 
formers and agents. When you demand a certain 
salary, you have to deliver, Every place and every 
market is different. 

Television exposure translates into big bucks. 
When you do the “Tonight” show and then do 
General Motors, that's megabucks. 

If you come back, you'd betier be better. You 
need a wide variety of matenal. Every time 
Michael Davis (a top juggler) gocs on TV, he has 
anew routine. 

With a novelty act, it’s only “wow” the first time 
they see you. If they’ve seen your act on TV, 
they’re not so impressed. That's why you need 
new material. 

To be a professional, you need a press kit. To get 
the work I'll do what they ask. If I don't know it, 
Til leam it. 

50 minutes of juggling is a lot. To stretch out an 
act, I'll leam new things like hand magic. 

I have amethod in my act where I can insert new 
routines and see if they work. If they don't work, 
I drop them. It's called “exercising material.” 

My wife cues me when handing me my props 
what the next material is. She'll whisper, “Gioves 
are next.” If you stop the act [to think what comes 
next}, you're dead... When you doso many shows, 
it becomes automatic. 

Everything I do, I try to have a plan. But some- 
times in a show, funny things will happen. We 
capitalize on mistakes that are funny. We rehearse 
it that way, Controlled spontancity. 

We capitalize on things that just happen in our 
act. People faugh, so we just keep doing it. 

You have to be bigger than life on stage and at 
the same time you havc to be personal so there's 
a connection. Having the proper costuming and 
props is important when someone is paying you. 
If you want to sell yourself to someone, you have 
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‘to present a finished package. 


I started out as a basic juggler a “picture” act. 
Then I added some spoken comedy. It took me a 
while to feel comfortable with it. 

I’ve always tried to adapt my act to keep work- 
ing. 

i always try to work to the music. I design my 
routines in series of eights to match the music and 
perform to tempo. I try to work exactly 10 the beat 
of the music. One thing I’m sure of when working 
to music on tape is that I know when the music is 
going to end and I need to make sure that I end 
with it 

I write my own music and then hire a musician 
to fill it out. I write the music and create a routine 
to match it. I don’t want to run into someone else 
using the same music. 

I write it on computer and can regularly change 
the sound and it’s still the same music. 

I package every routine as a package so I can 
plug them in in a modular way. 

TV is completely different because it is all 
camera angles. You may feel you did aiousy show 
and it comes out hooking great. 

I don’t spend a lot of time practicing or warm- 
ing up. I just do my act over and over again, night 
after night. 


Comedy Writing Workshop Notes 
The following are a few miscellaneous notes 
gathered from words and ideas shared by many 
different participants in the Comedy Whiting 
Workshop: 
Who is my audience and what are their expec- 


tations? The more unex pected it [the punchline or 


twist] is, the bigger the laugh. 

It’s important when whiting not to edit yourself. 

Top 10 lists are great. 

Memorize your act, then forget it so you’ re not 
glued toyour material. Sometimes it's better to be 
loose on stage and not know where you are going. 
Improv is all about being present. Avoid sticking 
too closely to your script. 

Comedy is incredibly visual. If they laugh, it's 
because they get a picture that is funny. 

The majority of jokes are based on exaggeration, 
Opposites, mixed up order. 

There are always two story lines: the one they 
assume and the one the punchline reveals to them. 

Women scem to like slapstick comedy less than 
men. 

Start with a statement, wnite out a list of stand- 
ard assumptions that go with it. Then use these as- 
sumptions for the basis for putting a twist on any 
of them. 

Relationship is the most important thing. You 
can create a relationship by talking about 
somebody's tie. 

Ambiguity. Sometimes cheap jokes are the best. 

I've gotten a lot of my best lines by what the 
audience says. 


Costuming is Important 

Wendy Harms of Colorado Springs, Colo., is a 
professional costumerand acting teacher. Here are 
some of her thoughts on costuming from her ses- 
sion at the JA conference: 

How do you go from backyard juggling to put- 
ting together a saleable show? 

It’s worth it to go to the effort to put together a 
complete package, and that includes costuming. 

Tell me (the costumer) about your show. Show 
me some of your act. The more clearly you can 
define y our show, the easier it is to create the cas- 
tuming. 

Is it a technical show? Period costuming, e.g. 
Renaissance festivals? You start broad and say, 


“This is the show. Who is my character?” 

If you're just doing a technical performance, 
you want to look professional. Make sure your 
costume doesn’t blend in with the curtain, ¢.g., 

- black. 

The first thing you want to make sure is that you 
are seen because that’s why you're there. You 
don’t want to look like just another guest at the 


party. 

Ask, “Who is my audience?” A costume fora 
children's party is different from a costume fora 
cocktail party. 

You have to go with what your performing per- 
sonality is. Sequins don’t work for everyone. 

Is there a mood or theme to your show? Senous? 
Harsh? Funny? 

If your character doesn’t talk, little kids will tor- 
ment you in walk-arounds. 

What kind of body do you have? Shiny fabrics 
give a different connotation from velvet, cotton, 
tie dying. Glitz says fast-paced. There are even 
different colors of black! Really black black is 
elegant. 

If you look good in baggy pants, wear them. Ask 
your friends what you look good in. As a per- 
former, y ou want to be noticed and to look good. 

Find a hook or theme for your show. Character 
work: Am I stupid, confused, brash? Do you break 
that “fourth wall” and interact with the audience, 
or do you not acknowledge the audience? 

A medicine show presentation is different from 
a performance juggler. 

Do you have technical requirements? Eg., a 
magician’s pockets? A place where your balloons 
are? 

Find a hook or theme for your show. Character 
work: Am I stupid, confused, brash? Do you break 
that “fourth wall” and interact with the audience, 
or do you not acknowledge the audience? 

A medicine show presentation is different from 
a performance juggler. _ ; 

Do you have technical requirements? Eg., a 
magician’s pockets? A place where your balloons 
are? 


American YoYo 
Association 


If you're serious about yo-y oing, you'll want 
to join the American Yo- Yo Association. 

The organization is for every one interested in 
yoing, including players, collectors, students, 
adults, manufacturers and yo-yo pros. One year 
membership is $12 for students and $20 for 
adults. 

Members receive a membership card, mem- 
bership button, 1-year subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. official AYYA contest trick list anda 
copy of the official AYYA contest rules. 

Membership also helps suppor. AYYAyo-yo 
contests, prizes, activities and the on-going ef- 
fon to establish yo-yoing as an intemational 
Sport. 

Members also receive discounts of 20% on 
AYYA logo items (T shirts and sweatshirts, 
buttons, patches and so on) and 50% off ATTA 
entry fees (NOTE: Entry fees are planned only 
for selected contests, such as national cham- 
pionships where cash pnzes will be awarded to 
top finishers). 

Amembership application is available from: 


The AYYA, 627 163rd St. South 
Spanaway, WA 98387 


New Renewal Procedures 


As we explained before, we are trying to change all of our paid subscriptions so they will 
end in the same month (10/95, 10/96, etc.), to simplify our record keeping and make it easier 
to handle renewals. Incidentally, the “4” in “4/95,” “4/96,” etc. does not mean “April.” It 
means “Spring.” We publish four times a year. Here is an explanation: 
--Subscriptions ending with “4/95,” “4/96” or “4/97” expire with the Spring issue. 
--Subscriptions ending with “6/9X” expire with the Summer issue. 
--Subscriptions ending with “8/9X” expire with the Fall issue. 
--Subscriptions ending with “10/9X” expire with the Winter issue. 
The good news is that you’l! only have to contend with this complicated renewal process 
one time. The next time you renew, it will be at the regular, uncomplicated rate. 
The chart below gives you your renewal cost based on the expiration date of your subscrip- 
tion. If your subscription is up for renewal, we have circled the appropriate category. 
If your subscription And you want to renew for: 
expires (see label): 1 year 2 years 3 years 
10/95 or 12/95 $12 $18 $24 
(4issues) (8 issues) (12 issues) 
2/95 or 4/95 $21 $24 $30 
(7issues) (11 issues) (15 issues) 
6/95 $18 $22 $28 
(6 issues) (10 issues) (14 issues) 
8/95 $15 $20 $26 
(5 issues) (9 issues) (13 issues) 
If yours is a new subscription, please make your check out as follows: 
Subscription Subscription is for 
begins with: 1 year 2 years 3 years 
Fall issue $18 $22 $28 
(6 issues) (10 issues) (14 issues) 

Winter issue $ 15 $20 $26 
(5issues) (9 issues) (13 issues) 

Spring issue $12 $18 $24 
: (4issues) (8 issues) (12 issues) 

Summer issue $ 21 $24 $30 
(7 issues) (11 issues) (15 issues) 

As you nay have: ‘ited, c.~ o or thres-ycar subscnption is your best buigain. 

If you belong to the American Yo- Yo Association, your renewal is pant of your AYYA mem- 
bership. 

Incidentally, if your subscription ends in the 12th month of the year (e.g., 12/95), it means 
yours is a complimentary subscription. We give out a few complimentary subscriptions, 
primarily to journalists plus a few friends of the yo-yo. If you are receiving a complimentary 
subscription and would like to become a paid subscriber, use the renewal amount for the 10th 


*CUOSTUMING?” -- cont. from pg. 7 

Who is going to build the costume? A theater 
customer, a relative who is handy with a needle? 
Go toa fabric store and ask for help. 

Think about whether things will wrinkle. 

Don’t wear it anywhere except on stage. Putting 
ona costume is putting on a character. Treat your 
costume with respect. 

Don’t show your butt to the audience. Take your 
props off a table, not the floor. Think about 
upgrading. Get a dump bag to put your props in 
after using them. Think about making your show 
as efficient as possible. 

Tip: If you have a tape of music you perform to, 
put the same music on both sides. And cary a 
spare. 

Have a list of everything you need for your 
show--a check sheet 

How much is your act worth? Perceived value 
is what counts. A corporation may not hire you if 
you’ re too cheap. 

Have different costumes for different shows. 

The niceryou look, the better you'll feel and the 
better your sales presentation will be. 

We never leave a job without finding the people 
who hired us and thanking them. 

Videotape your kid's party show and give the 
tape to the kid. Good marketing. 

Backdrops set off your show. 

Your job as a performeris to make theirjob easy 
and make them look good. 

Go to your Jocal community college and talk to 
the set designer. The purpose is to set your show 
off from whatever is behind it. 

Theater Crafts is a good book of ideas. 


YO-YO TIMES NEWS HOTLINE 
703-715-8191 


ie 
i 


month/Winter renewals/new subscription, ieee ‘ P 
We recommend that you do not cut your newsletter. Instead, photocopy this coupon, orsimp- + re 2 es 
ly the following information on a sheet of paper, and send it along with your payment. If this sf 
is a renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your VAL sesarae oe 


If one of the 
categories in the box 
on the left is 

cirded, send your 
renewal today to: 


name on the attached label). Also. put this account number on your check. 
(Intemational subscribers add $4 per year for air mail postage & handling; please submit 
your check, money order or VISA or MasterCard in U..S. funcds only.) 


FIRST 
CLASS 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL (account no. 


Please include your mailing label and indicate new information or changes here: 


NAME 
Yo-Yo Times 


ADDRESS P.O. Box 1519 
— . « d Herndon, VA 22070 


CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


Mail this coupon (or a copy) today to: 
Yo- Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 - SM95 
Herndon, VA 22070 


PLEASE:FORWARD 


[ ] If this box is checked, this is your LAST ISSUE unless you renew. 
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